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SHORT DISCOU RSES, 


Delivered at EPSO M, in November, 792. 


4 zT EBENEZER HASELTINE, 4. 1. 
| PASTOR of the CHURCH in that Place. 
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REJOICE, O YOUNG MAN, IN THY YOUTH, AND LET THY 
HEART CHEER THEE IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH, AND 
WALK IN THE WAYS OF THINE HEART, AND IN THE 
SIGHT OF THINE EYES : BUT KNOW THOU, THAT FOR 


ALL THESE THINGS G OD WILL BRING THEE INTO 
JUDGMENT. SOLOMON. 
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Publiſhed at the Requeſt of a number of the Hearers. 
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L WHEREWITHAL SHALL A YOUNG MAN CLEANSE HISWAY? BY TAK - 


ING HEED THERETO ACCORDING TO THY WORD. 


Dear, judgment, heaven, hell, cierndl life, 
ſalvation, and glory, in the world above; and eternal miſery, 
* condemnation, and utter deſpair of God's mercy, in the world be- 
neath; are no vain and light things: they are by no means affairs 
to be trifled with; but are weighty and important, worthy the 
attention and concern of all rational agents, who have ſouls to 
ſave or to loſe. Notwithſtanding they are, by many, no doubt, 
lreſs thought of, and leſs preparation made for them, than almoſt.» 
any thing elſe in the world. Notwithſtanding life is ſhort and 
' uncertain, and the concerns of eternity are infinitely weighty, yet 
we are apt to be forgetful of thoſe things, which in reality are of 
| the greateſt importance and conſequence : while we ate careful 
and troubled about things infinitely leſs important. . 
Youth, who are liable or expoſed to death at every moment, as 
well as others, ate apt to be altogether unmindful of the conceros 
of their ſouls? ſalvation z regardleſs of a future ſtate, conſider not 
that they are accountable to God, the author of their being, for 
all their conduct and behaviour in ſife. They are fond of getting * 
uſed to any habits almoſt, but to an habit of virtue. As they L 
ſee wickedneſs abounding, ſo they fall in with it, follow a multi- | 
tude to do evil; rather than to follow the examples of the few 
who do virtuouſly ; follow the evil examples of the profane, in- 
temperate, unclean, unjuſt, unrighteous, unholy, ungodly ;, rather 
than the examples of thoſe who honour the name of God ; gov- 
ern their appetites by the rules of reaſon and religion bridle 
their luſts, and are juſt, righteous, holy and godly, They ſet out | 
im the way that leads to hell, damnation, utter ruin, and everlaſt- j 
ing Ceſpair of God's mercy : they in a general way make choice 
of this way, notwithſtanding all the evils that attend it; notwith- 
| Ranging they hereby expole themſelves to ſhame, reproach, and 
__ everlaſting contempt 3 to the wrath of Almighty God, and to 5 
. Ciſgrace in the ey es of all rational chriſtians ; z the friends of God, | 4 
and heirs to an immortality of life and bliſs in the world above. | b 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who are young, ſhould remember that they are liable to 


death, as well as others; and that it is of great importance to 
them to live in preparation for death and judgment, not knowing 


at what hour their Lord and Maſter will call for them; ; whether 


at midnight, at cock-crowing, or in the morning. Where- 
withal ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? By taking heed there- 


to according to thy word.“ But why does the Pſalmiſt enquire 


Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? Is it becauſe 
all old men have their ways ſo cleanſed, that they need no amend- 
ment? No, no, not by any means--was this the caſe, we ſhould 
fiad times much altered for the better; but one reaſon might be 
this becauſe young men have not the habits of ſin, ſo deeply 
rooted as old ſinnets have—And there is to human view more 


Probability of their return from their evil and ſinful habits, than 


there is of the return of thoſe who are advanced in life, and have 
run a greater length in ſinful courſes. 
In our text there is a queſtion propoſed, and an anſwer given. 


Tbe anſwer to the queſtion, is what we ſhall principally attend 


to from the words—in the proſecution of which, we may point 
out ſeveral particulars in which the way of young people needy 
cleanſing z and their duty in cach particular. And in the firſt 
place, if we take notice of the character of young people, we 


ſhe find that there is a great degree of profaneneſs indulged. 


... when we point out particulars, we do not mean to in{inuate 
that all young perſons indulge themſelves in each; no, we hope 
beiter Waben we expect that there are ſome among young peo- 
ple, wh would be even aſhamed of the character of profane per- 
- ſons, otwithſtanding the prevalency of the vice—Notwith- 
ſtandiog it may be followed by ſome old grey-headed ſinners, who 
Rand as it were with one foot in the grave, and the other hard 
by The age or character of the perſons who accuſtom themſelves 
to it, afford no excuſe for youth to follow It will afford you no 
conſolation at the day of judgment, to plead that in your being 
profane, you have only followed the examples of the aged, the 
worldly wiſe, the rich, the nobles, of your predeceffors, or equals 
«all this will be no excuſe at all for you : following a multitude 
to do evil, will not excuſe you from blame. But the query is, 
 Wherewithal ſhall a young perſon cleanſe his way, in this partic- 
ular? The anſwer is returned, by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word. Be ſo kind then as (o turn your attention to God's 
word, in = ee think a moment on that paſſage, - 
Exodus xx. 7. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain : for 1 Lord will not bold b. gaillleſs that taketh bis name 

in 


5 it is his footſtool; 


„ 7 1 


in vain, This is the command of that God whoſe name is holy, 
| of that God who is the Creator of the ends of the earth. The 
Y being that gave being to you, and on whoſe bounty you are con- 


ſtantſy dependant for life, and for all the enjoy ment thereof 
ö without whoſe agency and upholding power, you cannot draw a 


breath, ſpeak a word, or move a finger. Call to mind how un- 


9 reaſonable it is, that you, who are as of yeſterday, ſhould contend 


1 with and diſobey your maker, who is the Lord of Hoſts. Take 
into your ſerious conſideration and meditation, a paſſage in the 


| beſt ſermon that was ever preached, delivered by the beſt preach- 
er that ever ſet foot upon the earth, Chriſt's ſermon on the mount. 


Matt v. 34, 35, 36, 37. But ! ſay unto you, ſwear not at all : 
neither by heaven, for it is God's throne 3 nor by the earth, for 
neither by Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the 
great King: Neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou 


7% 2 canſt not make one hair white or black. But let your commu- 
* nication be, yea, yea; nay, nay : for whatſoever is more than 


1 theſe cometh of evil —— Remember whoſe caution, and advice 


this is, viz. His who gave his life a ranſom for many. Who di- 
ed that ſuch hnners might live and reign with him, in the world 


above; who would ſubmit to him, as their God and King. 


Is it 


a * W 
den * 


not highly unreaſonable, that you ſhould be, in any reſpect, pro- » 


fane? when it is forbidden by that Being whoſe favour is life; 
are and on whoſe bounty you always live. How irrational parts 
do you act ! while you diſobey that Saviour who ſhed his moſt 
in valuable blood for your ſalvation ; if you will ſubmit to and 
acknowledge him for your Saviour and Redeemer. How unwiſe 
ate you! to treat the only Being that can help and ſave you, with 
ſuch contempt. How ill deſerving do you render yourſelves 
| from his hand? How do you expoſe yourſelves to his reſentment? 
and treaſure up wrath, againſt the day of wrath 3 which will fall 


4 on your guilty heads; "and fink you into irrecoverable ruin, where 


Fin nope of relief will ceaſe forever. Look alſo on Jeremiah xxiii. 
& 10. and. there you will find it thus written: “ For becauſe of 
i {caring the iand mourneth, the pleaſant places of the wilderneſs 
* pie dtied up,“ &c. 
becomes general, it procures God's judgments upon a land or 
1 * people ; and if God is angry with and puniſhes nations for the 
+ in of profaneveſs, when it becomes general; we may conclude, 
har. be is angry with and will puniſh particular perſons for the 
Afame fin. And if it is not perceptible in the preſent ſtate of tri- 
ler eternity; we may conclude, that it will fall the heavier in 
„ the 


and whoſe diſpleaſure is death. Under whoſe eye you always 


Here you may ſee, that when profaneneſs 
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the ſtate of retribution, You may, perhaps, think that the fin 
is ſo faſhionable that you are viewed as the more creditable, for 
purſuing it; but you are miſtaken ; this is not by any means the 
caſe. It is true, you may be thought the better of by a few; but 
who are they? of what cloth is their coat made? what is their 
character? that of virtuous, godly, upright perſons ? No, no— 
all of that bleſſed and noble character, deſpiſe and abhor the cha- 
rater of the profane. Who are they then? Perſons of a civil 
converſation, who refrain from the fin ; notwithſtanding they 
are deſtitute of grace? No, moſt of theſe d*(piſe the character of 
the profane—But the character of thoſe that have a better opin- 


ion of you for being profane, is a moſt infamous and ſcandalous 
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character; whoſe good opinion you are under no obligations to 


procure in this way. | 
And now be ſo kind, my young friends, as to aſk your own 


conſciences, in the fear of God, what profit you will reap from 
aa a fin which is thus offenſive In the eye of infiaite purity and un- 
ſullied holineſs ? Your duty is to call to mind wherein you have 
been faulty in this particular; moura before God; repent ; and 


ſee that you leave the ſin, as you regard the honour of God, and 
your own perſonal ſafety. We may proceed, 


And 2dly. If we look into the character of young people, ſhall ; 
we rot ſind, that the fin of falſhood or deceit is indulged by ma- 


ny? How natural is it for children in a general way, very ſoon 


conduct from their patents' knowledge, for which they think 
they would be provoked, even before we ſhould think they had 


knowledge ſufficient to know the difference between truth and 


taiſhood ? The devil is a har, and ſaid to be fo from the begin- 
ping. And as man upon hearkeniog to the tempation of ſatan, 


exchanged God's image for his; ſo we find that children bear 


the impteſſion, as early as we have any acquaintance with their 


children to prefer vice to virtue ; and it is ſadly the caſe, that this 


after they begin to ſpeak, to diſſemble, to conceal any of their | 


ideas with reſpe& to things, or actions: we find it natural far: | 


preſeretce accompanies the moſt, as it were, from thexgradle*to 
the grave. They come into the world deſtitute of, God's moral - 
image; grow up without it; go along through every penned ok 
life without it; and we have teaſon to fear, die without it. Ang 


it fo, they are loſt and undone forever ; placed beyond the reach 


of mercy, where hope can never enter. A conſtant and uniyerlal 
regard to truth and juſtice, is the duty of all ; this is for the good 
of ſociety, and would be highly neceſſary, even was there hq fu- 


ture Rate, in which the righteous are to be rewarded, aud he 
ET wicked: | | 
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F icked- puniſhed. And thoſe who are young ſhould conſider 
the evil Te: and dreadful conſequences of the vice; and turn 


om it, as knowing that the habit will be more eaſily broken 
ile young, than it will if purſued longer, while the habit ga- 


"thers ſtrength. You ſhould conſider that your credit and uſeful- 


[neſs i io the world, depend much on your leaving or quitting ſuch 
an habit. If this vice is purſued by any young perſons, they at 
once deſtroy our hope of their being uſeful members of ſociety 


of their being. publick bleſſings ; and we have reaſop to fear they 
Vill prove publick curſes, inſtead thereof. You who indulge the 


vice, ſhould remember, that if you purſue i It, you will always be 


deſpiſed, and your characters will be held in cootempt, by all 
pet ſons who have any regard to truth and juſtice. But the queſt- 


jon natutally ariſes again; Wherewithal ſhall a young perſon 


. cleanſe his way in this particular ? ? The anſwer is returned—By 


raking heed thereto. according to thy word. Turn then your at- 


tention to God's word in this particular, View your character 


as we have it John viii. 44. Ye are of your father the devil, and 


| the luſt of your father ye will do; he was a murderer from the 


' beginning, and abode not in the truth, becauſe there is no truth 


in him. When he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own ; for 
he is a lier, and the father of it, ——Do you, who indulge your- 
ſelves in the ſin of lying or deceit, want to know, what honoura- 
ble'veings you ſtand related to? here you may find out; from 
the declaration of Chriſt's own bleſſed mouth. The devil, the 


great deceiver of mankind, is your father; and of conſequence 
all the devil's children are your brothers and ſiſters. And why 
will you indulge a ſin, that evidences your relation to ſuch wick- 
ed beings, who are in oppoſition to God and goodneſs ; walking 
contrary to him, lying under his wrath and diſpleaſure | * How 
can you expect to eſcape condemnation, and enjoy the ſmiles of 
God's countenance, and favour, while you live in a fin, that i is: . 


r F thus diſpleaſing to him z who is the greateſt and beſt of all Be- 
ings ? Conſider what Solomon ſays, that lying lips are an abom- 
? ination to the Lord. And again, The Lord hateth a proud look 
aud a lying tongue. And are you not unwilling to incur the 


ö 4 diſpleaſure of your Creator, Preſerver, and moſt bountiful Bene - 


factoi? whoſe you are, and whom you are bound to ſerve. Your 
| 1 duty is to guard againſt the ſin; to forſake it utterly; and al- 
Pays to have a regard to truth in all your concerns in human life. 


* NA Lou ſhould conſider the dangerous conſequences of the fin, with 
#;. teſpect to your future Rate of exiſtence. Look into the 21ſt 


; $apter of the Rev. and there you will hog a beautiful repreſent- 
1 731 B ation | 
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1 pe 
ation of the new Jeruſalem, or heaven; the Canaan above; the 
bleſſed reſidence of all holy beings. Look at the 27th verſe ol 
that chapter, abd you will find it written thus: And there ſhall 
in no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatſoev 

er worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.” This, you may ob- 
ſerve, ſhuts and bolts the door of heaven againſt you, that you 


[| | Ha cannot enter. Look alſo at the 8th verſe of the ſame chapter, 
| | 5 and you will find it thus written: “ And all liars ſhall have their 


I part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone; which 
i} is the ſecond death,” By this you find, that hell is the priſon 
5 ordained of old, for all perſons of ſuch a character. Read theſe 
. paſſages with attention; believe them to be true, and tremble. 
(Y Repent and reform; as you will anſwer the neglect at your peril. 
It 5 By lying or deceit, one perſon often trys to get the advantage of 
I another; which is ſometimes the caſe with youth in early life; 
18 but this is Ceteſtable in the ſight of God, and all good people, 
® IN who in any meaſure reſemble him in holineſs and purity. 
But, 3dly. If we take notice of the character of young peo- 
— ple, we ſhall find that a great degree of pride is indulged. And 
= (163 we wiſh it was to be found with youth only, but we find perſons 
MF. in every [tage of life poſſeſſed of it. As pride (by many) is ſup- 
poſed to be the firſt fin, it is a great evil; and very diſpleaſing 
in the eye of infinite purity and unſullied holineſs, What have 
any of us to be proud of, that we did not receive from God? 
(ſin only excepted) ; and if we received all from him, Why do 
we boaſt, as if we had not received it ? It was by pride that the 
devils became devils. And why ſhould we be ſo unwiſe as to 
| follow their example? Pride, in different perſons, works differ- 
111 ently : Some young perſons are proud of one thing, and ſome of 
j} 5 another; ſome take pride in dreſs; ſome in being taken notice 
we of; ſome in their ſuppoſed: beauty; ſome in their ſtrength of 
1 dody; ſome of their ſuppoſed acquirements in knowledge; ſome 
7 of their contempt of good government ; thinking themſelves 
important, and too big to yield obedience to their ſuperiours,- 
How frequently does pride in youth diſcover utfelf, in contempt 
of family government? How apt are many youth early in life, 
17 to think themſelves fit for their own maſters and miſtreſſes? and 
Wil to ſhow themſelves loth to be under the control of their parents? 
Wil This proceeds from pride of heart, Were they diſpoſſeſſed of 
. ptide, they would have very different ideas of matters. But, 
1 W herewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his way in this particu- 
Wi lar? The anſwer is returned, By taking heed thereto according 
1 to thy word- You ſhould then look into the word of God, and 
. ſee 
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e; the 1 ee what the fruits and effects of pride are. And in Proverb 
erſe of ki. 2. you will find it thus written, When pride cometh then 
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"cometh ſhame.” When you who are young indulge it, you oft- 


en fall into thoſe ſins, which you have abundant reaſon to be 


aſhamed of; or the fin itſelf is accompanied with ſname; it is 


what you have great reaſon to be aſhamed of. See alſo Prov. 


xvi. 18: Pride goeth before deſtruction; and an haughty ſpir- 
it before a fall. 
lowly, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud. 
youth lifted up with pride, it indicates to us, that their deſtruc- 
tion ſlumbers not; that they are hated of God, and lie under his 
wrath and diſpleaſure, expoſed to everlaſting miſery in the next 
world. 


Better it is to be of an humble ſpirit with the 
When we ſee 


David ſays, though the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect un- 


to the lowly : but the proud he knoweth afar off. He knoweth 
them not to be his friends and favourites. That they are by no 
means heirs of the grace of life and immortality. 


Proud perſons 
ſhall not ſtand in the congregation of the righteous. 


but giveth grace to the humble. Wherein any deal proudly, 
God is and will forever remain above them. And it will one 


wal day appear that pride is folly in the abſtract, Your duty is to 
ave 


throw away all pride; to be humble minded. Look to your 


origin, be ſenſible that you were born deſtitute of God's moral 


image and likeneſs. And while you harbour the fin of pride, 
you bear the image of ſatan : and lie expoſed to all the judg- 
ments threatened in God's holy book, againſt the breakers of his 
holy and righteous law. Humility is an ornament ;z but pride is 
a diſgrace. Let your humility appear, by decency of dreſs, by 


a a due ſubordination to good government; by a ſenſible depend- 
\ ance on God for all needful bleſſings, and by a careful uſe, and 
good improvement of the good things that Providence gives 


elves you. 


But we may proceed, | | | 
And, 4thly, If we take notice of the character of youth in 


general, Shall we not find that the ſabbath is greatly profaned 
by them? It may be that you attend the publick worſhip of 
+ God ia his houſe, from time to time; and fo far fo good. But, 
Ho do you ſpend the morning, noon and evening of the Lord's 


day? la the morniog do you read, meditate, and pray, that your 
hearts may be in a right frame, to receive with meekneſs the in- 


8 Zgrafted word, which is able to ſave your ſouls? Do you ſpend 
and 


the noon in calling to mind what you have heard? and erquiting 
what profitable ule and improvement you ſhall make of it; and 
| in 


No=—they 
| ſhall receive no mercy from God—for God reſiſteth the proud; 
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in beging of God to enable you to get much ſpiritual benefit or 
advantage therefrom? And do you ſpend the evening of the 
Lord's day in reading, and in meditation on what you have read 
and heard; and prayer to God that you may be prepared for 
that world where it is always ſabbath day? and you will have 
no week days for your own employment? Or, do you not ra- 
ther ſpend the morning in vatn or idle diſcourſe ? or in thinking 


over the buſineſs you have been upon the week paſt, or expe to 
go upon, when the ſabbath is over and gone? Do you not take 


up more time than is neceſſary in rigging your bodies, that your 
appearance in the ſight of man may be the better? while you 


regard not what appearanc® your fouls make in the fight of that 
God, by whoſe preſence you are always ſurrounded, and in whoſe | 
_ ſight your thoughts all lie open? And do you not ſpend the 
noon in vain and idle talking or jeſting ? and are you not many 
times rude, and that in God's houſe too, where you have been 
hearing his word? and do you not plan out for future ſcenes of 
Jollity or merriment ? -which is a great profanation of that day 
which God hath ſet apart for himſelf, for his own immediate 
 fervice? And on the evening of the ſabbath, after the publick | 
fervices of the day are over; are you not gadding about the 


ſtreets, or from houſe to houſe, ſpending Goa's holy time very 
baſely, and unprofitahly ? © it may be, thinking that the Lora's 
day ends as ſoon as the publick worſhip is over : but this is by 
no means the caſe. For God has ſet apart a ſeventh part of time 
as holy; which includes twenty four hours : all of which we 
ſhould view as facred, The queſtion ariſes again, Whetewithal 
ſhall a young perſon cleanſe his way in this particular? The an- 
ſwer is returned, By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 
Turn then your attention to God's holy word in this particular ; 
look on Exodus xx. 8,9, 10, II. and you will find it written 
thus: Remember the labbath day to keep it holy. Six days 
ſhalt thou labour, and do ali thy work: but the ſeventh day is 
the ſabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor 


thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor the ſtranger that is within 
thy gates. For in ſix days the Lord made heaven and earth, 


the ſez, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day : where- 
tore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day, and hallowed it. And 
now, whoſe command is this? Is it the command of an earthly 
king or prince? No, no. Is it the command of one of your equals 


ot inferiours ? If ſo, you might be excuſable for your difobedi- 


ence ;==but it is the command of that God who fills immeaſity. 
Whoſe 
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And whoſe wrath will be in- 
tollerable to endure. Conſider that living in a wilful breach of 
one of God's commands, expoſes you to utter ruin, and eternal 


miſery in the future world. And how unwiſe do you act, while 


you expoſe yourſelves to utter ruin, and unavoidable miſery, only 
for the gratification of your own vile inclinations? However 
| Tweet you may find fin in the commiſſion, yet it will prove bit- 
terneſs in the latter end. Why will you then paint in your minds 
fin in fair and beautiful colours? virtue in ugly colours? when 
the reverſe is a reality. 

See alſo Leviticus xxvi. 2. Ye ſhall keep my ſabbaths, and 
reverence my ſanctuaty: I am the Lord. And when God ſets 


ſo high a value on the 2 why ſhall we profane it; and 


think ourſelves blameleſs ? For ſurely God will not reckon us ſo. 
Thoſe that pay no reſpect to the ſabbath, pay no reſpe& to God. 
And he will account them as his enemies, and treat them accord- 
ingly, Be not therefore fo unwiſe as to incur the diſpleaſure of 
your Maker, by a wilful profanation of his holy day. Do not 
difobey God's holy lav; and thus expoſe yourſeives to his re- 
for all ſuch as do, will find his wrath a very heavy 
burden to bear. So long as you profane God's ſabbaths, ſo long 
will the curſes of heaven hang over your guilty heads; and you 


lie expoſed to all the plagues that are written in God's book 


againſt the breakers of his law. 
+ diſpleaſure againſt thoſe who break his ſabbaths, will not ſerve 


But if a conſideration of God's 


to deter yau from the vice—be ſo kind to yourſelves, as to let a 


| conſideration of his favour to thoſe that keep his ſabbaths, draw 


J you to the duty. 
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And to this end, look on Iſaiah Ivi. 2. Bleſſed 
is the man that doeth this, and the ſon of man that layeth hold 
on it, that keepeth the ſabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his 
hand from doivg any evil, Yea, if you keep che ſabbath, from 
honeſt and upright hearts, you ſhall be bleſſed. The bleſſing of 
God ſhall deſcend and reft upon you. You ſhall be bleſſed of 
God in this life; at the hour of death; at the day of final reck- 
oniog; and forever. And will this be no inducement to you, 


to keep the ſabbath? If not, who can you blame ? If you are 
forever bared out of heaven, where an eternal ſabbath of reſt is 
kept; and are ſhut up in hell, the place of the damned, and are 
rendered completely and eternally miſerable, ſurely you will have 
none to lay the blame to but yourſelves ; or at leaſt you will be 
4 | principal ia the fault; however many wicked and ungodly 


3 | wickedneſs and fin. 


Companions you may have had to lead.you on, in the road of 
Lock alſo on the 6th and 7th verſes of 
12 
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this ſame 56th chapter of Iſaiah, and you will find it thus writs 
ten: Alſo the ſons of the ſtranger that join themſelves unto the 
Lord, to ſerye him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his 
ſervants, every one that keepeth the ſabbath from polluting it, 


and taketh hold of my covenant ; even them will I bring to my 


holy mountain, and make them joyful in my houſe of prayer : 


their burnt offerings and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon 


mine altar : for my houſe ſhall be called an houſe of prayer for 
all people.—Here is great encouragement for you to keep the 
ſabbath, and to take hold of God's covenant ; yea, even for the 


_ children of ſtrangers ; ſuch as are not devoted to God by bap- 


tiſm—they upon their faith, repentance, and amendment, ſhall 
be welcome to take hold of God's covenant-and to offer up 


ſpiritual ſacrifices on his altar. 
Your duty is to keep God's ſabbaths; to attend to the duties 


required on the ſabbath. To ſpend the day to the honour of 
that God, who ſanctified and ſet it apart for himſelt; and to 
conſider how great guilt you contract when you do not; and to 


what judgments you expoſe yourſelves in this world and a future; 


while you refuſe to obey God's command in this reſpect. 


Sthly. If we take notice of the character of youth in general, 
ſhall we not find that the ſia of uncleanneſs is becoming faſnhion- 
able? — This is a great and a crying ſin of a land, when it be- 


comes general. It was a ſin which the inhabitants of Sodom (of 


old) made great proficiency in—one of the moſt crying ſins on 
account of which, God ſent them from heaven a warm ſhower |: 
of fire and brimſtone ; by which he ſwept them away with the | 


beſom of deſtruction. And the earth had doubtleſs a leſs burden 


to bear, when it bore the fire and brimſtone, together with the 
dead bodies of the Sodomites, than it had to bear the inhabitants | 
when living, and purſuing their evil and finful courſes. This is 
a lin that lies more concealed from the view of the world, than 
the others we have mentioned; but comes to light frequently ; 
but it is no more concealed from the allſeeing eye of God, how- ' 


ever it may never come to the light of this world. And it muſt, 
unrepented of and unforſaken, be anſwered for at the day of 
judgment. Conſider, then, wherein you have done wickedly, 
and do ſo no more; repent or periſh, Believe; believe God's 


word or be damned. But, Wherewithal ſhall a young perſon 


cleanſe his way in this particular? The anſwer is returned, By 
taking heed thereto according to thy word. Turn then your at- 
tention to God's word in this particular. And in Exodus xx. 14. 
vou will fiad it thus written. Thou ſhalt not commit * 
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to ſet a guard over your hearts, and lives. 
into the way of temptation: but when you are tempted; que- 
ty with your own hearts, as Joſeph of old did: and ſay how 
ſhall we commit this great wickedneſs and fin againſt God? te- 
member that God's eye is always upon you; and that the covert 
of darkneſs will not hide you from his ſight. 


1 1 


View this as the command of Jehovah ; that God who wound- 


eth and who healeth, who killeth and who maketh alive; of that 
God who is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell. 


Adultery implies not only the act of uncleanneſs, between per- 


2 ſons one or both of whom are married ; but alſo between ſingle 


perſons ; which is often called fornication, And not only fo, but 


it includes all ſpeculative wantonneſs, ſelf-pollution, and the like. 


Ard now aſk your own conſciences how the matter ſtands ;— 
whether you muſt not plead guilty in the court of heaven ? See 


what the Apoſtle's advice is, 1 Corr, vi. 18. Flee fornication: 
Every ſin that a man doeth is without the body: but he that 
committeth fornication ſinneth againſt his own body. 


See alſo 
Col. ii. 5. Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon 
the earth ; fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate affection ; evil 


concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs, which is idolatry. See alſo what 
the Apoſtle elſewhere ſaith: Know ye not that the unrighteous 
+ ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, &c. ſhall 
; inherit the kingdom of God. Can you not inherit the kingdom 
ol God? 
devil only; without true and timely repentance. 


What kingdom then can you inherit ?- that of the 


Your duty is, to repent, wherein you have been faulty; and 
Run not yourſelves 


But, 6thly. If we take notice of the character of youth in gen- 


| eral ſhall we not find, that a great degree of intemperance is in- 
| Gulged by many; and that it appears to be a growing evil? 


The benevolent Parent of the univerſe ; gives you the good 


things of divine providence : not that you ſhould conſume them 


upon your Juſts ; but that you ſhould uſe them with moderation 


and diſcretion. 


For the nouriſhment of your bodies :—That 
you may be the better fit to ſerve him, in the common deties-of 
life, Without theſe common goodt hings of providence,you could 
not exiſt, And how unreaſonable is it that you ſhould uſe them 
to exceſs ? ſo as to unfit you for the duties, they were deſigned 
to fit you for. Gluttony, and drunkenneſs, are very great evils ; 
which cry aloud for vengeance, to be poured down on the heads 
of the guilty: But as exceſſive drinking is the moſt common 
evil; lo it is this that we ſhall dwell upon, And you who are 


—— young, | 
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young, ſhould conſider the evil nature; and dreadful conſetjuenc- 
es of the ſin: it is a faſhionable evil: but that makes it by oo 


means the leſs criminal. EZ: 
Your following the example of a multitude of old drunkards; 


ho it may be follow their cups from day, to day, with as great 


perſeverance z. as an induſtrious tradeſman follows his trade; wilt 


_ avail you nothing. Their damnation for the ſin will eaſe the 


burden of yours; not in the leaſt degree. Do not therefore be 
ſo unwiſe as to follow the courſe : when it expoſes you to utter 
ruin and deſtruction. What a diſgrace is it; for you who are 
young, to live in the practice of a ſin, which deprjves you of rea- 
ſon ? turns the rational powers of your intellectuals, out of 


doors: and introduces inſtead thereof diforder and confuſion; 
Should you not when ſober, confider, and take a proper notice 
of, the great goodneſs of God; in giving you reaſon : and: ſet 
too high a value upon it; to drown it, by the pouring down of 


ſtrong drink: and hereby rendering yourſelves, more like beaſts; 
than the hum in ſpecies, You ſhould conſider that if you, fo 
early in life addict yourſelves to it, it will be a great wonder if 
you leave it: For it is very ſeldom, that old drunkards loſe 
their appetite for ſtrong drink ; or leave the vice till they come 
upon the confines of the eternal world, And then, alas! they 
will be full of the terrours of the Almighty ; unleſs the Devil 


keeps them in the dark, with reſpect to their future ſtate ; till 
 rhey cloſe their eyes by death, and open them in the world of 


darkneſs and deſpair of God's mercy, where hope can never en- 


ter. Intemperance is a fin that is very diſpleaſing to God, the 


greateſt and beſt of Beings, who is the creator of the ends of the 
earth: and it will render all that purſue it, the objects of his 
wrath and diſpleaſure. And what a fearful thing is it, to live un- 
der the diſpleaſure af your maker; and to be liable every mo- 
ment to fall into hell, from whence there will be no redemption ? 
Let intemperate perſons realize death, judgment, and eternity, as 
at hand ; and think of that folemn account, they will have to 
give to God: and conſider whether it is not reaſonable they 
ſhoulddeave the ſin.— But the queſtion atiſes again, wherewithal 
ſhall a young perſon cleanſe his way in this particular? the an- 
ſwer is returned by taking keed thereto according to thy word. 
Turn then your attention to God's word in this particular, 
Look on Joel i. 5. and there you will find it thus written: 
Awake, ye drunkards; and weep 3 and howl, all ye drinkers 
of wine, becauſe of the new wine: for it is cut off from your 
mouth. In this chapter, you may ſee an account, of nog 
terrible 


* 


Lv 27 


terrible judgments, which God brought on the Iſraelites, for 
their abominations 3 one of the chief of which, perhaps was 
dronkenneſs. And have not all of the ſame character now, rea. 
fon to awake and weeep? mourn for your fins and ſpecially for 
this: it is better to mourn and weep now, than by and by, when 
it will be too late to find mercy. Call to mind, that if you fol. 
low a courſe of intemperance now, unleſs you repent, by and by, 
you will have to drink of the wine of the wrath of God, with- 
out any mixture of mercy, Fes 
Look on Prov. xx. 1. and there you will find it thus written: 
Wine is a mocker, ſtrong dtink is raging ; and whoſover is de- 
= ceived thereby is not wiſe. When you are free from drink, and 
have the proper uſe of your reaſon, you know the nature and 
ſtrength of drink; do you not? and if ſo, why have you not 
wiſdom enough, to keep maſters of it ? and not to let it get maf- 
ter of you. Strong drink in itſelf is innocent, and at times a ve- 
ty good ſervant : but when youmake too free with it, it,like an 
ugly, aſpiring ſervant, ſtrives for, and gains the maſtery ; and 
then it tyranniſes with a witneſs + turns reaſon directly out of 
doors, and turns thoſe who would think themſelves wiſe into 
fools. Surely, if you put a right eſtimate on matters, you would 
eſtaem reaſon (one of heaven's beſt gifts to man) above the grat- 
ification of a baſe luſt.— Look alſo on Deut. xxi. 20, 21. and 
there you will find it thus written : And they ſhall ſay to the 
elders of his city, this our ſon is ſtubborn and rebellious, he will 
not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard. And all 
the men of his city ſhall tone him with ſtones, that he die: ſo 


| ſhalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Iſtael ſhall 


| hear, and fear. Here you may take notice, that when ſtub- 
bornneſs, and rebellion, diſobedience to parents, gluttonpy and 
drunkenneſs ; were found in any one youth, he was to be Non- 
ed to death: as a warning to others, not to tread in his ſteps. —. 
This was under the former diſpenſation z but a conſticution of 
God's own framing. And if ſuch fins were thus offenfive to God 

then, doubtleſs they are as offenſive now; for he is the ſame, and 

changes not; but they are not puniſhed in the ſame way; but 

God will not hold ſuch guiltleſs. And all drunkards are exclud- 
ed the kingdom of heaven, Conſider of theſe paſſages ; believe 
them to be true, and tremble ; ſhew a proper concern for your- 
ſelves ; be aſſured that it will not do for you to die in your pre- 
ſent ſituation ; if you do, you muſt be completely miſerab'e, and 
that forever, But we do not ſuppoſe that youth are alone in 
this ſia, There are doubtleſs ſome. old, and ſome middle aged, 
that give way to the vice. And as it is a fin that like other evil 

habits gathers ſtrength by uſe ; ſo there are ſome that are arrived: 
to, and paſt the middle of their days, that write a fairer hand at- 
it (if I may ſo expreſs it) than the youth do. And are there not; 

(? | ſome. 


t 18 J. 
tortie of this chatacter, even among thoſe that are in covenant 
with God, by their own voluntary dedication of - themſelves to 
him? Let ſuch confi.jer. what David ſays, Pſalm Ivi 12. Thy 
vows are upon me, Oh! God. And what concluſion does he 
draw from hence? Therefore 1 will follow a courſe of intempe- 
tancez. Crown my reaſon, by pauring: down ſttong dripk 3 pro- 
fane the pame of my Maker; have a :drunken ſiege, (as ſome | 
term it) every now and then? no, widely different was his inten- 
tion. Thy vows are upon me, Oh! God, I will render praiſes | 
unto thee.— Why will any enter into covenant with God, devote 
their children to him, and then ſet ſuch wicked examples before | 
them? Surely ſuch (if any ſuch there are) are not blanieleſs. | 
Let me ia love, and as a well wiſher to your greateſt good and | 
happineſs, intreat all who give way to this fin, old, middle-aged, | 
and young, to forſake it, to repent and reform, as you will an-“ 
ſwer the neglect at the bar of God's juſtice, at the final day of 
reckoning ; when every perſon's character will ſtand in a clear 
light. But to return —here, my young friends, is your duty in 
this particular. Do any of you give way to the habit ? Do you 
feel an inclination at times to drink to exceſs? Guard againſt the 
ſia ; keep, as much as may be, out of the way of temptation 
for what benefit will it be for you to pray, Lord lead us not into 
_ temptation, while you take no care to keep out of the way of it ? 
but let prayers and endeavours accompany each other. Coofid- 
er, that the {ooner the better; you know not how nigh at the 
door death may be: and it you continue to old age, the habit 
will be gathering ſtrength by uſe, Now is the time - wherein 
you have been guilty, repent and reform; and keep on your guard 
at all times; and ſee that you are not overcome by it. Remem- 
er that you are accountable to God, and act accordingly. 

Thus we have gone through with the particulars. But a queſt- 
10n may naturally ariſe here, and it is this z Will a bare external 
refraining from theſe fins, and amendment or outward reforma- 
tion, be any evidence that youth are prepared for death ? By no 
means, any farther than an outward reformation proceeds from 
an inward reformation of the heart. Aa outward reformation is 
beautiful in itſelf : but it muſt proceed from a principle of grace 
in the heart, that it may be an evidence of your title to heaven. 


You muſt not only turn from fin, but you muſt tura to God.— 
| You muſt not only give up your love to theſe ſinful ways; but you muſt love 
God, holineſs, and religion, or you cannot be happy in 3 You lie under 
the guilt of all your ſins, till they are forgiven only on your faith and re- 
pentance. A return from fin to God, is converſion ; and you muſt be con- 
verted, or you cannot be ſaved. Your way will be then, only, truly cleanſed 
when you turn to God. Conſider, that he that believeth, and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned. Let a ſenſe of 
| ficknels by fin, drive you to Chriſt, the great phyſician, who is able to ſave to 
the uttermoſt all that come unco God by him. Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I haye no pleaſure in them. 
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The Improvement remains. And iſt. From what has been (A, jet thoſe 


who are young be perſuaded to guard againſt every fin, And to this end; *- . 
when you are tempted to any fin, ſtop and conſider what a being you are 
going to fin againſt : not an earth worm, like yourſelyes ; not a mere mor- 


tal man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, who lately had no being : but againſt 


that God who was from everlaſting, and will continue to everlaiting, the ſame 7 


God ; without the leaſt variation, or ſhadow of a change : who is the Crea- 
tor of the world ; the former of your bodies, and the father of your ſpirits : 
and the giver of all your good things. Who, as he gave you your lives, has 
a right to take them at pleaſure. That Being, againſt whom you ſin, in- 
habiteth eternity, and unapproachable light ; the heaven is his throne, and 
the earth. is his footſtool ; he is the everlaſting God, mighty and terrible ; 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. The devils and damned ſpirits, thoſe 
ſtubborn and rebellious beings, tremble at the terrour of his countenance.— 
All the nations before him are but as a drop of the bucket ; but as the ſmall 


duſt in the balance. When he is angry his arrows drink blood, his ſword de- 


vours fleſh ; and the fire of his wrath burneth unto the loweſt hell. How 
dare you then (who are as of yeſterday) to fin againſt and provoke ſuch a Be- 
ing ? who will one day render vengeance to all his adverſaries. Conſider that 
he is alſo merciful ; if you flee every ſin, repent, and reform, you will be the 
fliarers of his favour and friendſhip. And his favour will render you com- 
pletely happy and bleſſed, in the full enjoyment of himſelf to all eternity. — 


When you are going on the commiſſion of any fin, conſider your immortality 
—that notwithſtanding you will live here in this world but a very ſhort time, 


yet your future ſtate will run parallal with the longeſt line of eternity; not- 


withſtanding you have been buta little time, yet you muſt be or exiſt forever. 
And when you think of eternity, do you not think it of great importance and 


canſequence, that through your eternal exiſtence you ſhould be happy and 


bleſſed, and not miſerable? And in what way do you look for happineſs? in 
à way of ſin which God has forbidden? or in a way of holineſs ? If you expect 


I in a way ot ſin, you have all God's bleſſed book àgainſt you, that informs 
you, that if you purſue evil and ſinful courſes, you ſhall be miſerabte forever; 


that God will have no mercy on ſuch as wilfully purſue fin, and reſuſe to be 


reformed. . But if you become holy, and look for happineſs in a way of holi- 
neſs, you cannot be diſappointed. If you in early lite, turn from fin to Noc ; 
and engage him for your friend, you will be great.gainers by it ; you will not 
only be free from condemnation and miſery, but you will be entitled to all that 


happineſs and to all thoſe bleſſings that Chriſt purchaſed, by his righteous. 


life, and bitter death, for all them that ſubmit to his government and author— 
ity. Conſider how unreaſonable it is that you, who are to exiſt forever, ſhould 
follow a courſe of ſin, and make no proviſion for eternity. Would it not be 
your wiſdom to look leſs at the things that are feen, and temporal, and more 
at thoſe things that are unſeen and eternal. Remember that your eternal ſtate 
depends on the improvement or miſimprovement you make of the day of your 
gracious viſitation here below. Conſider that if you ſpend the morning of 
your exiſtence in this world, in the purſuit of fin, it will be a great wonder if 
you leave it; and if you follow it with delight, thro? life, your eternity muſt 


be moſt miſerable. When you are tempted to any fin, call to mind the evil na- 


ture and dreadful conſequences of it. And if you view fin in the pure glaſs of 
Gad's ſacred law, you will find that it is moſt filthy and abominable. It is the 
only thing in the world that God hates; all his hatred is fixed againſt fin and 
ſinful beings ; and what a great evil muſt that be, which God hates, and 
cauſes him to hate all thoſe that harbour it with delight ? | f 
What gain or true profit can you expect to reap from a courſe of ſin 
Take no encouragement to fin from a conſideration of God's mercy, the 
Devil may tempt you from ſuch a conſideration ; but ever view his tempta- 
tions as deceitful, and be not drawn into fin, by him, or by your own deceit- 
ful hearts. See what an ancient divine ſays; upon this : 
As a man paſſing over a bridge, which his falſe ſpectacles make to: bean 
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2 - broader than it is, being thereby decieved, goes beſide the bridge, and ſo is 
T4 wi *: drowned : ſoit is with thoſe, whoſe deceitful hearts make the bridge of God's 
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mercy longer than it is, they are in danger of falling beſide it, into the waters 
of eternal deſtruction. For though God's mercy be of the largeſt extent, 
yet it is bounded with his truth. And therefore uſually in the ſcriptures we 
find theſe two coupled together, God's mercy and his truth. Now his truth 
tells us, that the good tidings of the goſpel belongs only to the poor, to the 

' broken-hearted, to the captives, to the blind, to the bruiſed. Luke iv. 18. 
That he only who confeſſeth, and forſaketh his ſins, ſhall have mercy. Prov. 

- xxviii. 13. That except we repent, we ſhall all periſh, Luke xiii. 3. That 
except we be born again, we cannot fee the kingdom of God. John iii. 3. 
That God will wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy ſcalps of ſuch * 
an one as goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſes. Pſalm lxviii. 28. That if one re- 
gard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will not hear us. Pſalm Ixvi. 18. That 
no fornicator, nor idolater, nor adulterer, nor effeminate, nor abuſer of him 
ſelf with mankind, nor thief, nor covetous man, nor drunkard, nor reviler, 
nor extortioner, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 1. Cor. vi. 9, 10. That 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Heb. xii. 14. That every one 
that calleth on the name of Chriſt ſavingly, muſt depart from iniquity, 2. 
Tim. ii. 19. Kc. Compare now (faith he) theſe and the like places with | 
-thine heart, life, and preſent impeni en: ſtate ; and tell me in cold blood, 
and impartially, whether any mercy at all as yet belongs unto thee upon 
good ground, yet lying in thy fins, &c.“ And how unreaſonable is it, for 
you to expect any mercy from God? when you live in a wilful violation of | 
any one branch of his ſacred and holy law. | f 
But, 2dly. and finally. —-Fr6m what has been ſaid, let thoſe who are 
young, be perſuaded to become reconciled to God's character. It is your 
ignorance of and averfion to God's true and moſt bleſſed character, that cauſ- 
es yoũ to be ſa fond of thoſe evil practices, or courſes ; which we have before | 
pointed out. If you had a true knowledge of God's character; and row 
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gard for it, you would not love fin : but you would abhor it, and flee fro 
it as from the moſt ugly monſter in the world. Conſider then your danger, 
while you remain the ſervants of fin. Conſider that you are free from right- 
eouſneſs ; deſtitute of an-intereſt in Gcd's favour ; and of a title to eternal 
lifgg: Take to heart your expoſedneſs to divine wrath and vengeance : while 
you continue in a ſtate of-ſeperation and diſtance from God : that not the 
leaſt degree of mercy in a future ſtate belongs to you, while out of Chriſt: 
And from a confideration of your expoſedneſs to divine wrath ; be ſo kind 
to yourſelves, as to be perſuaded to become reconciled to God. Now then 
(ſays the Apoſtle) we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 
vou by us, we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled unto God. Yea we 
beſeech all, and eſpecially thoſe who.are young, to embrace Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, by humble faith; as he is offered in the goſpel : to enter into a mar- 
riage covenant with him, that he may be vour huſband and you his bride. — 
Take Chriſt's yoke upon you and learn of him who was meek and lowly, for 
his yoke is eaſy and his burden light. „% So nnd. 6 
Letit be your care to love God, holineſs, and religion; in the truth, pu- 
rity and power of it. Never think yourſelves ſafe, till you have a principle of 
grace implanted in your ſouls ; which cauſes you to love holineſs 2 holinefs 
ſake ; and to hate ſin of every kind. Be Girly and earneſt ſeekers of God, 
according to the requirement of his word, and you ſhall be ſure finders 
Conſider that child- hood and youth are vanity. Caſt away youthful luſts 
and follies ; be ſober-minded.—Let a love to religion in the truth and power 
of it, poſſeſs. your hearts, and influence your lives. Remember that notwith- 
ſtanding3yourare young, yet you may die; you have no aſſurance of futuri- 
ty. Be not then fools, but wiſe for eternity. Shun every evil and falſe way ; 
on into the narrow path of holineſs, and walk perſevegeingly therein, unto 
the end of your days here on earth. That if you ſhoald be called, ſoon, or 
ſuddenly, out of time into eternity: you may be under the*guardianſhip of 
God, at the hour of death, at the day of judgment, and forever, Awe. 
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